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their souls may be reborn in the next generation. "Dust thou art, 
and unto dust thou shalt return," has the cheering corollary "out 
of dust thou shalt be reborn." This is the primitive "cycle of 
births" (/tfxOor ytvteeav) of which Aeschylus writes : 

"And Earth herself who all things brings to birth 
And of her nurture back receives the germ;" 

and this primitive re-birth lent its symbolism to the Orphic myster- 
ies in which the initiate man avowed: "I have passed 'neath the 
bosom of the under-world, Queen Despoina." 

The religion of Mother Earth lies deep down in the bed-rock of 
human nature. Greece proper, Crete, Asia Minor, Babylonia show 
in the earlier strata of their religions a supreme mother-goodness 
with male attendants rather than a supreme male god with 
a throng of worshipping women. But with the advance of civili- 
zation, the development of patriarchal institutions and, it may be, 
the spread of Semitic religion, we come to a phase in which the 
divine is expressed as man rather than as woman, as Zeus and 
Jahveh rather than as Demeter and Ishtar. But so curiously 
persistent and tenacious is the cult of the "Mother" that though 
the last word in religion at present is "Our Father" the Father 
worshipped is worshipped for his characteristics of motherhood. 
In the Aramaic gospel in use among the Ebionites, the Holy Ghost 
is addressed as "my mother ;" and half of Christendom to this day 
bows at the shrine of Mary the Mother. 

Jane E. Harrison. 

Newham College, Cambridge, England. 

Die Realitat der Gottesidee. Von Dr. Gustav Class. Munchen : 
C. H. Becksche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1904. Pp. 94. 

This little work is written by an honored German teacher, 
who is conspicuous among tho9e who derive the essentials of their 
system from Kant, not indirectly through the latter German ideal- 
ists, but directly from the master himself. Characteristic of this 
group of thinkers is the classifying of the normative functions of 
the human soul under the general name of "Spiritual," "Pneu- 
matologie" being a name repeatedly used by Dr. Class to distin- 
guish the scope of his inquiries from Psychology. This distinction 
is, in my opinion, relatively useful and even necessary, though 
the reader may protest against adding to the already too cum- 
brous and intricate Kantian terminology. The author accepts the 



Book Reviews. 515 

epistemological and ethical results of Kant, but seeks to fill out the 
well-known gaps of the system, to bring Phenomena and Nou- 
mena, the categories of the understanding, the Ideas of Reason, the 
categorical imperative, and the Postulates of Practical Reason into 
closer or more explicit relation. Like Kant, he distinguishes 
between the data of outer and inner sense, constituting the world 
or nature, and the universal and normative principles which in 
knowledge, art, and moral action, operate upon the given, reduc- 
ing it into order and harmony and into subservience to spiritual 
purposes. In all three spheres, we may recognize the appropriate 
categorical imperative, namely, to reduce to conformity with 
Spirit, the brute, and ostensibly unspiritual facts of experience. 

Now the various categorical imperatives give the validity of 
the Idea of God, but they do not reveal his existence. God as the 
absolute spirit, which is lord over nature as well as over our 
spirits is revealed to us as surely existing by a categorical indica- 
tive: namely a promise or assurance Zusage; that the ideals 
which the universal spirit within us commands us to follow can- 
not fail to be realized. "Es wird gehen" is the substance of this 
promise and it constitutes the non-historical revelation of God. 
This revelation is supplemented by an historical revelation, that 
is by the manifest intervention of the absolute spirit in human 
affairs ; personalities appear from time to time in the world's his- 
tory whose spiritual strength and insight physical and psychical 
antecedents can in no wise explain. This historical revelation of 
God reached its culminating point in the life and teaching of Christ. 

So brief and fragmentary a treatment of so vast a theme must 
leave painful gaps in the mind of a reader who is not already 
pretty familiar with the line of thought represented by this book. 
And those who do not recognize that Kant made a new and most 
fruitful beginning in all departments of philosophy will not, with- 
out much labor, be able to assimilate the results indicated rather 
than demonstrated by Dr. Class. Few persons would, I imagine, 
read a modern book of German or any other philosophy for pure 
literary pleasure; but this book is in its way as regardless of 
literary form and arrangement, as abrupt, as rugged, as wayward 
and full of surprises as Kant himself. I would rejoice if from 
Dr. Class or some other thinker, the lines of thought indicated in 
this book received a more logical, critical, and continuous exposi- 
tion. 

W. J. Roberts. 

University College, Cardiff. 



